security forum in Laos, was to provide practical solutions to excess carbon emissions, he said. The six members -China, Australia, Japan, India, South Korea and the US -will cooperate on the development, transfer and sale of clean technologies to promote the efficient use of fuels. Technologies that enable coal to be burned more efficiently and capture carbon dioxide before it reaches the atmosphere are top of the agenda. The US, Australia and China are all big coal users and exporters.
Alongside wind, solar, hydropower and geothermal power sources, new nuclear power facilities get equal billing.
There are no targets and timetables for the delivery of any of the new pledges and no carbon dioxide reduction targets. There is a hope that other nations will join the new club, which represents 45 per cent of the world's population and nearly half of its energy consumption and greenhouse gas emissions. The US alone accounts for 25 per cent of the world's emissions. The lack of targets has raised concerns. "The science points to the need for a Herculean effort to make massive cuts in the amount of greenhouse gases that we pump into the atmosphere," says Robert May, president of Britain's Royal Society.
Japan, which has a binding 6 per cent greenhouse gas reduction target under the Kyoto protocol, and China and India all emphasized their continued commitment to the treaty. A Chinese foreign ministry
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Climate change fears mount over target disappointments
The US-led pact with five other countries to develop new technologies to tackle greenhouse gas emissions comes without targets for reduction as new evidence suggests some long-lived birds appear already to be suffering the effects of climate change. Nigel Williams reports.
Vanishing food: Razorbills are one of several north Atlantic species facing breeding disaster in the south-east of its range as a result of a lack of a key food species thought in decline because of sea-surface warming. 
